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As a long-time Waterbury resident, I have been aware of the Kessler’s work with Camp Ta-Kum-Ta since the early days of the camp.  My children were also about the same age as Todd, the Kessler’s son, who was diagnosed with cancer at a young age.  And so for a long time I have been in awe of Ted and Debbie and their ability to make their dream of a camp for children with cancer a reality.

With the purchase of this permanent location I am sure their dreams will grow exponentially to give these children more experiences that are memorable and meaningful.

Now I am part of the Dragonheart Vermont Team as a Stage 4 breast cancer survivor.  I was thrilled when we chose Camp Ta-Kum-Ta as our beneficiary this year to help make their Activities Cabin at their new location a reality.  

You will often hear cancer survivors say that cancer provides them with a great gift—the awareness of the preciousness of each day.  There is an almost ingenuous feeling of wanting to live life to the fullest.  The operative word is Joy.

Being part of the Dragonheart Team has brought me much joy through the past several years.  As such I can fully appreciate what the Kessler’s have done for children with cancer.  Throughout the past twenty-five years they have given these children an opportunity to be part of a special place in which they can truly be children—and the joy they experience during their week of camp I am sure carries them a long way when life gets tough.

Our Dragonheart Team is enhanced by being a small part of your dream, Ted and Debbie.  We thank you from the bottom of our hearts.

Mary Alice Edmonds 

